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PARSHAS CHUKAS PERKEI AVOT 6

The Secrets of Bi/am’s Encounter

By Rabbi Reuven Abenaim from Chachmei Emes
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The she-donkey saw the angel of
Hashem standing on the road with his
sword drawn in his hand... The angel
of Hashem stood in the path of the
vineyards, a fence on this side and a
fence on that side... The angel of
Hashem went further and stood in a
narrow place where there was no
room to turn right or left... (Bamidbar
22:23-27)

In Parashat Balak, we read that Balak,
King of Moab, hired Bilam to curse
the Jewish people, and Hashem
forced him to bless the Jewish people
instead.

The Torah tells us that Bilam woke
up early to set out on his she-donkey
toward Balak to curse the Jewish
people, and on the way an angel came
to stop him. The angel appeared in
three places. First, the angel stood on
the road with his sword drawn, and
upon seeing it, the donkey turned off
the road into the field. Afterwards,
the angel stood in a place with a fence
on each side, and the donkey
squeezed towards the wall to pass
through. Finally, the angel stood in a
narrow place with no place to move
right or left, so the donkey was forced
to stop.

This story of Bilam and his donkey is
mysterious and contains many secrets
(see Impossible to Explain).

To focus on one: Why did the angel
stop Bilam three times? And why is it
so important to know the details of
each time: on the road with his sword
drawn, then with fences on each side,
and finally in a narrow place with
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nowhere to turn? (continued on pg
4 Secrets) Zmanim

Friday Night
Candle-lighting and Mincha: 8:23

Shkiya: 8:41
Tzeis: 9:17
Shabbos Day
Krias Shema: 9:10
Shacris: 10:00(verify in Shul)

Zman Tefila: 10:30
Mincha Gedola: 1:41

Mincha: 8:10
Shkiya: 8:40

Marriv and Shabbos Ends: 9:36(R”’T
9:53)

Shacris Sunday: 9:00 (verify in Shul)

Next week Candle-lighting and
Mincha: 8:15
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Balaam and Balak: The Full Story

By Shlomo Chaim Kesselman(from
chabad.org)

The fascinating story

of Balak and Balaam’s failed
attempts to curse the Jewish people is
found in Numbers 22-24.

The Torah records how, after being
thoroughly humiliated by his talking
donkey, Balaam, the non-Jewish
sorcerer and prophet commissioned
by Balak King of Moab to curse the
Jews, found himself incapable of
cursing them. Instead, he bestowed
on the Jews four tremendous
blessings, some of which we even
recite in our prayers today, and the
last which foretells the Messianic
redemption.

Background

It was the year 2488 from creation,
and the Jewish people had spent the
last 40 years in the desert. They were
finally prepared to enter the Promised
Land, and they camped at the border
of Politics makes strange
bedfellows Moab. The Moabites was
terrified of the Jews, especially after
they defeated the Emori, the
Moabites’ guardians.

Politics makes strange bedfellows, so
although natural enemies, Moab

and Midian banded together and
appointed a Midianite, Balak son of
Zippor, as king over them. Balak
recognized that the power of the Jews
was supernatural, so he too sought a
way of undermining them
supernaturally. Together with the
elders of Midian, he hatched a plan to
hire Balaam—a well known and
powerful sorcerer and prophet—to
curse the Jews. Since the Jews’
strength lay in their mouths, i.e., in

prayer, he planned to defeat them
with a stronger "mouth"—Balaam’s
curse.

Balak knew Balaam from his
hometown of Pesor, and could vouch
for his powers firsthand, as Balaam
himself had prophesied that Balak
would become king. Additionally,
the Zoharrecords that when Sichon,

the Emorite King, was fighting Moab,

he hired Balaam and his father to
curse the Moabites, and as a result
won the war.

The Midrash tells us that Balaam was
so great a prophet, his prophecy
equalled that of Moses.

Since G-d created his world with
symmetry, everything that exists on
the positive side has a negative
counterpart. The equivalent of Moses
was Balaam.

The Offer

Balak sent messengers to Balaam
offering him great riches and honor
for his services. Balaam received the
messengers and told them that, since
the G-dly spirit rested on him only at
night, they should stay

overnight. That night, G-d appeared
to Balaam. After Balaam told of
Balak’s messengers and their offer,
G-d forbade him from going with
them. In the morning, Balaam told
the messengers that G-d forbade him
from going. Too vain to admit that he
was in G-d’s EEEEI I '
control, he '
intimated that
he was not
going because
the ministers
were too low- b
ranking for i :
him. He implied that 1f Balak was
really serious he would send his
highest-ranking officials and offer
him a lot more money.

The messengers returned to Balak
and delivered Balaam’s answer.
Desperate, Balak dispatched his most
distinguished officers with promises

of grandeur and greatness for Balaam.

Balaam reminded these ministers that
G-d forbade him from going but
added that they should spend the
night and he would ask G-d again.
Sure enough, that night G-d appeared
to Balaam and this time told him that
he may go but must do whatever G-d
wants.

Balaam woke early in the morning
and excitedly saddled his donkey,
instead of having his servants do it.
The Midrash tells us that at that
moment G-d said, "Wicked one, my
servant Abraham already pre-empted
you when he saddled his donkey
personally, so dedicated was he to
fulfill God's command to sacrifice his
son.” Balaam then set off with
Balak’s emissaries.

Donkeys and Demons

G-d was angry at Balaam for going
(we’ll get into why later), so He sent
a sword-wielding angel to block his
path.

The donkey saw the angel on the road
with his sword drawn; so she turned
aside into a field. Balaam beat the
donkey to get it back onto the road.
Then, the angel stood in a path of the
vineyards, with a wall on both sides.
The donkey saw the angel, and she
pressed against the wall (to squeeze
past the angel), crushing Balaam's
leg, and he beat her again. Then the
angel stood in a narrow place, where

s = there was no room to
turn right or left. The
donkey saw the angel,
and it crouched down
under Balaam.

The commentators
discuss why Balaam

‘was unable to see the angel. Some

explain that G-d does not normally
allow people to perceive angels, for if
they did, they would become
deranged. Animals, though, do see
them.”? Others explain that G-d
purposely hid the angel from
Balaam's sight so that he would hit
his donkey, and the ensuing
humiliation would occur when the
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donkey spoke and bested him. Still
others explain that even the donkey
did not actually see the angel, rather
she just perceived a
frightening form, like
a butcher holding a
knife. Whatever the
reason, Balaam felt
humiliated by the
donkey’s
disobedience, so he
angrily beating her.

The Zohar explains
that Balaam’s powers
came from his
donkey. Through his
immoral acts with it,
he would tap into
powerful, impure energies, which he
would use to harm people. Therefore
G-d made it ineffective and
counterproductive the first step in the
process of crushing Balaam was to
disable his tools. G-d not only made
his donkey ineffective in producing

magic, He made it counterproductive.

This represented the ultimate
destruction of Balaam, when his evil
turned against itself. The donkey
turning against its master was the
catalyst for what happened later,
when G-d forced Balaam to bless the
Jews.

The Midrash teaches that G-d made
the donkey speak to show Balaam
that "the tongue and mouth (speech)
are entirely in G-d’s hands," to the
extent that He could even make an
animal speak. G-d wanted Balaam to
realize that when it would come time
for Balaam to curse the Jews, he
would be entirely at G-d’s mercy.

Humiliation

Then G-d opened the mouth of the
donkey, and she said to Balaam,
"What have I done to you that you
have struck me these three times?"
Balaam said to the donkey, "For you
have humiliated me; if I had a sword
in my hand, I would kill you right
now." The donkey said to Balaam,
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"Am I not your donkey on which you
have ridden since you first started
until now? Have [ been accustomed
to do this to you?" He
said, "No."

The Talmud explains
the dialogue as follows:
The Moabite dignitaries
asked Balaam, "Why do
% you not ride a horse?"
Balaam responded that
he sent his horse to
§ graze. Immediately, the
donkey retorted, "Am I
y not your donkey?" To
which he responded,
"Just for carrying
~ | burdens." "On which

- you have ridden,"
~ argued the donkey.
"Only on occasion," admitted
Balaam. To which she responded,
“Since you first started until now you
have always ridden on me. Moreover
by day I provide you with riding, and
by night with intimacy.”

Thus Balaam stood before the highest
ranking Moabite officials, utterly
humiliated. They commented to each
other that a man who was bested by
his donkey would never be capable of
defeating an entire nation.

Then G-d opened Balaam’s eyes and
behold, an angel with [}

a sword stood before
him! Balaam
immediately
dismounted and
prostrated himself.
The angel
reprimanded Balaam
for setting out on this journey against
G-d and for striking his animal.
Balaam admitted to having sinned
and asked the angel if he should
return home. The angel told Balaam
to go with the men but informed him
that he would only be capable of
saying exactly what G-d told him to.

A Vessel for G-d’s Blessings

The commentators discuss what
exactly G-d wanted from Balaam.

The first time the messengers came,
G-d forbade him from going, then the
second time, He instructed him to go.
Then He sent an angel to block him,
but when Balaam asked the angel if
he should abandon the mission, the
angel told him to continue going! G-d
told him no, then yes, then no, then
yes! What did G-d actually want from
Balaam?

One of many explanations is provided
by the Chassidic rebbe,

Rabbi Avraham Dov Avrutch (1765-
1840). He explains that G-d wanted
Balaam to go so that he would bless
the Jews. The problem was, however,
that Balaam was too vain and self-
centered to be a conduit for G-d's
blessing. In order for G-d’s energy to
flow through him, he needed to
become transparent. He needed to
realize that he was powerless, a mere
pawn in G-d’s hand.

Therefore, when the first group of
regular ministers came, G-d told him
not to go. The humiliation Balaam
needed to experience would not be
sufficient if he was humiliated in
front of such men. G-d made him
send for important ministers, in front
of whom he would be totally broken.
And therefore, when the second
group came, G-d told him to go.

Then, G-d sent
the angel and
made the donkey
speak to bring
about this
humiliation,
shattering
Balaam’s ego
and making him a fitting conduit for
G-d’s blessings. Therefore, when he
asked the angel if he should return,
the angel told him to go, because now
that he was a broken man, with no
self to get in the way, he was finally
fitting to be the deliverer of G-d’s
infinite blessings.

A Miraculous Oracle
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Having been humiliated by his
donkey and pushed around by G-d,
Balaam arrived in Moab’s capital city
and was greeted by Balak. Balak
brought Balaam to Bamot Ba’al, a
place of idol worship that overlooked
the entire Jewish camp. Balaam
commanded Balak to prepare seven
altars for him and to offer a bull and
The angel told him to go a ram on
each one. Balaam had specifically
seven prepared, in an attempt to
counteract the seven altars, the Jewish
forefathers had built. Balaam took
leave of Balak, and G-d appeared to
him, "placing words in his mouth."
Balaam returned to Balak, raised his
voice and began to speak. The
Midrash describes how G-d blasted
Balaam’s words all over the world, so
everyone would hear.

Balak the king of Moab has brought
me from Aram, from the mountains
of the east saying, “Come,

curse Jacob for me and come invoke
wrath against Israel.” How can I
curse whom G-d has not cursed, and
how can I invoke wrath if the L-rd
has not been angered?

Instead of curses, the most wonderful
blessings and praise issued forth.
Balak took Balaam to two other
places in the hope that Balaam would
have more luck cursing. All the
places were specific in that Balak
divined that the Jews would sin in
those places, so he hoped to be
successful in cursing them from
there. But each time Balaam opened
his mouth, nothing but the greatest
praise for the Jews flowed forth.
Noticing the way the Jews’ tents were
positioned, indicating their overall
modesty, Balaam declared, “How
goodly are your tents, O Jacob, your
dwelling places, O Israel!”

After Balaam blessed the Jews for the
third time, Balak grew angry and told
Balaam to leave. As he was leaving,
Balaam turned to Balak and
prophesied what would to happen to
his people in the end of days and
about the Messianic redemption.
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I see it, but not now; I behold it, but
not soon. A star has gone forth from
Jacob, and a staff will arise from
Israel which will crush the princes of
Moab and uproot all the sons

of Seth. Edom shall be possessed, and
Seir shall become the possession of
his enemies, and Israel shall triumph.

Chassidic teachings explain why
these great blessing came through
such a wicked man. Balaam blessing
the Jews was a preparation

for Moshiach, when every single
creation will acknowledge its Maker
and the greatness of the Jewish
people. This process began when
Balaam, the greatest Jew-hater,
recognized this truth and blessed G-d
and the Jews.

(For Footnotes and Sources please
visit Chabad.org)

(Secrets continued) In his sefer
“Pituche Chotam,” Ribi Yaakov
Abuchatzera (Tafilalt Morocco-
Dimanhur, Egypt 1790-1880) asks
these questions and explains the
secret hidden here.

The Arizal says that Bilam was
planning to curse the Jewish people
with a certain combination of the
name Havaya, as he hints to the
ministers of Moab 179771 179 11°7
"m2awm (“spend the night here and |
shall give you a response” (Balak 22,
8)) — the last letter of every word
spells out the name Havaya arranged
in order of the combination that he
wanted to use, i.e. first 1 then 73-7 and
then >.

Ribi Yaakov explains that the angel
was hinting to the name of Hashem
that Bilam wanted to use as if to tell
him, “Don't think you could use this
name to curse the Jewish people.”
The first time the angel came with his
sword drawn this represents 1, the
first letter in the combination of the
letters of Shem Havaya, since a
sword resembles the letter vav.
Afterwards, when the angel stood in a

place with a fence on each side, this
represents the two letters 1 in the
name Havayah. Finally, the angel
stood in a narrow place with nowhere
to turn, resembling the °, the smallest
letter in the Aleph Bet.

May Hashem reveal to us the secrets
hidden in his Torah.

RECIPE OF THE WEEK
(X

Chocolate Chip Cookies
1 cup butter, softened
1 cup white sugar

1 cup packed brown sugar

2 eggs

2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1 teaspoon baking soda

2 teaspoons hot water

1/2 teaspoon salt

3 cups all-purpose flour

2 cups semisweet chocolate
chips

1 cup chopped walnuts

Prep 20 m Cook 10 m Ready In
1h

Preheat oven to 350
degreesF (175
degrees C).

Cream together the
butter, white sugar,
and brown sugar until
smooth. Beat in the
eggs one at a time,
then stir in the
vanilla. Dissolve
baking soda in hot
water. Add to batter
along with salt. Stir in
flour, chocolate
chips, and nuts. Drop
by large spoonfuls
onto ungreased pans.
Bake for about 10
minutes in the
preheated oven, or
until edges are
nicelybrowned.
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St Agathe Weather

Thursday, Jul. 18
Partly Cloudy

Friday, Jul. 19 509
Scattered Thunderstorms F o

Saturday, Jul. 20
Partly Cloudy

Sunday, Jul. 21
Partly Cloudy

Monday, Jul. 22
Partly Cloudy

Tuesday, Jul. 23
Partly Cloudy

Why are you stopping?!
Stupid donkey... \

Ever see the movie
"Angels in the Outfield "?

What's wrong Bilaam?
Never seen a talking

24°
15°

27"
18°

29°
14°

25°
11°

23°

22°
10°

wijenishpress.com

Across
4, Amount of times Bilam was stopped by the donkey
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Balak

Complete the crossword puzzle below

1 2

1]

-\J|

6. At first only appeared to the she-donkey
8. The connection between Shrek and Parshas Balak
9. Was killed by a future Kohen

Joke of the day.

What do you call a hen who counts
her own eggs?
A mathemachicken.

DWJTBWS S L EBERYTIVSTFPEK
VFRCRSGIOODSYTEFPVFPHUVD
HF Y OOVFOOLUDNRJXTETEA AQDSE
Y NS NHNTIATNUOMLWETZPTZTIA
Lk BffBEEEIM OH J TEOTITIEIFRCXK
L e TiEEcii v TERIN ARIW T s s8I~
rwz[ERUlHEN QG GGl L T O E@ kK U
EHDG6OLUREOQLMHEA ASOQGEG6/ L
o1 AN u [NEEE N BINEN z ¢ 7 o BNl v PANEAN L
vo shlin aAfle ElGlJ . o x ISl z [DEEE b
m A EfMm s IAEARESE c IBll v o 5] c JE} L [EE v
r ymiglc ciENEl viGll v R ¥l R T s [EREN O
NWSNXSERDNTFTIATWRIUIHTP RDAQ
RrRNcNElewo Ille HnNn 3Tk 7[E|Z
HvJ gllloTerrPrPpPmMNTTITIIBIAvY[BIw
k 1  [WEENENcRERE eI eEEET =
I T 6 J A SNHPQPMWV ZXJ P UN
A QQ ESEVEETESIVENNCISTIIGNE K ¢ O O L S
E AHHAHARONYVYY CFJIDRP
I Q VO JWHQANTCECONTENDED S
WILDERNESS OF TSIN  |IVESTOCK MOUNTAIN
QADESH WATERS OF MERIBAH AHARON
MIRYAM CONTENDED EL'AZAR

ROD REBELS GARMENTS
ROCK MOUNT HOR WEPT
CONGREGATION GATHERED THIRTY DAYS

Down
1. What we will do on Sunday
2. The Idol worshipped in the Parsha.
3. Bilam gave this instead of a curse
5. King of Moav
7. hometown of Balak
10. they became disgusted with their life

Name:

Chukas

Complete the crossword puzzle below
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B
Solutions to last E -
week puzzles. P ‘K
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e | 75 e | < |
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Across

3. Heir to Aharon Hakohen (eleazar)

0. the 7th day of the week (shabbos)

7. Mountain where Aron was niftar (hor)

8. Refused to allow Bnai Yisrael to pass, but did'nt fight them
(edom)

9. Rhymes with dead brow (red cow)

Created using the C ord Maker on TheTeachersCorner.net

Down

1. "look upon it and you'll be healed” (copper snake)

2. Where Miriam was buried (kadesh)

4. Water came out of a after Miriam's death. (rock)
S. If you touch it you have to, you have to bring a Para Aduma
(deadman)

10. He was alive since the flood, and died in this Parsha (og)
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Impossible To Explain

A short story on the Parsha

By Rabbi Reuven Abenaim

One of the students of the Arizal was
the great Tzadik Ribi Avraham
Halevi Beruchim. He was born in
Morocco, and when he heard about
the holy Arizal, he made the long
journey to Tzfat, Israel to learn from
him. In his sefer “Shem HaGedolim,”
the Hida (Hebron, Israel-Livorno,
Italy 1724-1806) writes that when
Ribi Avraham went to the Kotel
Hamaaravi, he saw the Shechina eye-
to-eye in a clear way. He would go
around on every erev Shabbat to
encourage the people to cook and
bake early on in the day, so that they
don’t come to desecrate the holy
Shabbat.

One time, the Arizal was taking an
afternoon nap, and Ribi Avraham
Halevi realized that the Arizal's lips
were moving, so he went over and
bent his ear close to the Arizal's
mouth to hear what the Arizal was
saying in his sleep. Suddenly, the
Arizal woke up finding Ribi Avraham
standing over him. The Arizal asked:
“Why is it that you are standing over
me like this?”” Ribi Avraham
answered: “I saw the lips of my
master moving, so I bent my ear to
hear what he would say!”

The Arizal explained: “When I sleep
my soul ascends and the angels take
me to Matatron, the loftiest of angels,
and he asks me to which yeshiva I
want to go. When I arrive at that
yeshiva, they give over secrets,
mysteries and treasures of Torah that
were not revealed even in the times of
the Tanaim”.

When Ribi Avraham Halevi and
the other students heard this,
they begged the holy Arizal to
reveal to them one of the secrets
that he just learned Above. The
Arizal responded: I could testify
before heaven and earth that if [
were alive for 80 years straight,
without exaggeration, and would give
over secrets I learned in this sleep
about the topic of the donkey of
Bilam, it would not be enough time!
And since they are intertwined one in
the other and can't be separated, |
can't even reveal to you one of them.
(Based on 70 *727 and MM XTP).

Did you know?

Although throughout the three weeks
one should not make the Beracha
Shehecheyanu on a new fruit, when
the 17th of Tamuz falls out on
Shabbat and the fast is pushed off to
Sunday like this year, one may make
the Beracha Shehecheyanu on Friday
night the 17th of Tamuz according to
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all opinions (see ¥ 11 of Ribi
Shelomo Zarka).

Shabbat Shalom U’Mevorach!
|

CURRENCY COVERSION

CAD/USD
1 CAD = 0.766292 USD
1 USD = 1.30499 CAD
CAD/EUR
1 CAD = 0.682473 EUR

1 EUR = 1.46526 CAD

CAD/ILS

1CAD =2.71311 ILS

1ILS = 0.368580 CAD

Balak

PMHZANSNUOQI ZPETIMZRAX
KQCcCQqDbDETFMYXJEHTFAAHYF
Il RMQ X KALABT OBA ASPZNMTRB
VEXTT CIKTIAXZXHNXUTORA AATGS SP
HOY GHRIXJXMBUHTIRMIZ I QEW
VZHPPSLAHUPMXEPBRIBDXZL
HZML I X QS ZUTTOATEG OTIRWA
OB ZENWTYEYLIRCUJIMMEPTRC
UKBZCMAORPVJIWUJIGWOTP I W
G TODHGAATOLG QRTPIKTETR RTHSY
WJQVAOMTC CIKTETGRVYVYTWBUHZO
PY 1l YSJDPOIKTCPGTFRGI GC S
DPHTAGETFNVYGLREMVSSSHB
M PPBUSRMGEBUMHAOYTHTOXG
Y EKNODGNIKTLATNAUJUTBUAH
TPBRVY Z S GBULFSRDYUBEKTENT
Z JSLDEYG GHERDTPQAYHE KU HM
Q SHOBUOUTMUUATBIUHDUJ S K O X
LEMBSODODTL JKHQSZTBAUTHF
K HLUKTF2ZQ 1l 1 DWLNUHTHATCI
BALAK MOAV MOSHE

ZIMRI PINCHAS SHIMON

TALKING DONKEY ANGEL SHREK

BAAL PEOR MA TOVU TUMA

SHABBOS MIDIAN PESOR



